
30

All About MEXICO
Color the Mexi-
can flag red, white 
and green.

Mexico is a country 
located in Central 
America. Use an atlas 
to help you answer 
the questions. When 
you are done, color 
the map, and mark 
the capital with a star.

The capital of Mexico is: 
__________________Which languages are 

spoken in Mexico?

________________
________________
________________

Which religions are 
common in Mexico?

________________
________________
________________

How many people live in 
Mexico?

________________
________________
________________
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The Nine Days of Posadas
A Mexican Christmas Tradition

Los Posadas is a nine-day celebration leading up to Christmas. 
This festival is a reenactment of Mary and Joseph’s trip to 
Bethlehem before Jesus’s birth. The whole community comes 
together. Each night for the nine days, the community will pick 
one home where Posadas will be celebrated. The kids will dress 
up as Mary, Joseph, the angels, the wise men and shepherds, 
and go from home to home, asking to come in. All the houses 
will turn them away, and tell them that they do not have any 
room. 

When the children get to the 
correct home, the community 
sings a special song together. 
There are two parts to the 
song. The people outside the 
home will sing the part asking 
for shelter and those inside 
the home respond by singing 
the part of the innkeeper who 
says there is no room. After a 
few verses are sung back and 
forth, the innkeeper decides 
to let them in. Once inside, the 
community celebrates with 
food, music, piñatas and gifts. 
 
Everyone has an important 
role on Posadas - What part 
would you like? Why?
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________



32

Fun with the Spanish Language
 Can you and your family figure out the translation of these Spanish words?

1. Nacimiento Nativity

2. Nochebuena Christmas Eve

3. Villancicos Christmas carols

4. Feliz Navidad Merry Christmas

5. Muérdago mistletoe

1. Nativity, 2. Christmas Eve, 3. Christmas carols, 4. Merry Christmas, 5. mistletoe

Word Bank: Nacimiento, Nativity, Nochebuena, 
Christmas Eve, Villancicos, Carols, Feliz Navidad, 
Muérdago, Mistletoe, Mexico



33

Make a Paper Bag Piñata 
Supplies: 
Paper lunch bag
Small candies or toys
Tissue paper (5 different colors) 
Glue stick, stapler & scissors 

Directions:
Open your paper bag and set it on the table. Fill it with can-
dies or small toys, then staple the top closed. 

Take the tissue paper and cut it into one-inch strips. Then, 
use your scissors to add a fringe on one side of your tissue 
paper strips. You’ll want to cut about half way across the 
strip, at one-inch intervals. 

Take your tissue paper fringe and start gluing it to your bag, 
working from the bottom to the top. Alternate colors. 

Once you have decorated your bag with the tissue paper, 
ask your parents to help you hang the piñata! Have fun try-
ing to whack it open with your family. 
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Celebrations in Mexico
Use the word bank to fill in the blanks:

blessed, nine, wise men, piñata, midnight, tamales, presents, church, Jesus, nativity

You already know that Posadas lasts ______________ days in 
Mexico, but did you know there are many more celebrations and 
special days during the Christmas season?
When Posadas starts on December 16th, many people put out 
their nacimientos, or ______________ scenes. They don’t add 
baby ______________ to the nativity scene until Nochebuena, 
which is Christmas Eve. On Christmas Eve, they have a big party, 
where they sing villancicos (Christmas carols), read from the Bible, 
eat tamales, and have a ______________ for the kids! Christmas 
Day is often a quiet day for families to attend ______________. 
On Año Nuevo, they celebrate New Year’s Eve and have a very 
late dinner with their family. If they are going to have a big party, 
it probably won’t start until after ______________! On January 
6th, they celebrate Epiphany, which is called Día de Reyes 
“King’s Day.” They add 
the ______________ to 
the nativity scene, and 
many children receive 
______________ on 
this day. The Christmas 
season is not over until 
February 2nd, which 
is Candlemas. On this 
day, people dress up 
their Niños Dios (Christ 
Child figures) and take 
them to the church to 
be ______________. 
Afterward, they 
have a party and eat 
______________. 
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