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Hi, I’m Heather!  

I am a homeschooling mother of three and 
blogger over at Only Passionate Curiosity. We are 
a military family stationed overseas, so much of 
our learning happens on the road as we explore 
Europe. On the blog, I try and share what real life 
homeschooling is like, all our triumphs and 
struggles.  And, I love to save you a little bit of 
money along the way, with free curriculum, 
printables, and reviews to help you make the most 
of your homeschooling journey. I’d love if you’d 
stop by and visit!  
    
   
 Sincerely,  

Thank You for Downloading! 

 

Terms of Use: The content of this printable pack is copyright protected 
and are for non-commercial use only. Print as many copies as you like 

for home or classroom use. You may not claim or sell these files as your 
own, host them on any website, or share them by any means, physical 
or digital. Please direct interested parties to download their  own copy 

from our  

Teachers Pay Teachers store.  
Follow us on Teachers Pay Teachers and Never Miss a Freebie! 

 

About Only Passionate Curiosity 

http://www.onlypassionatecuriosity.com/
http://www.onlypassionatecuriosity.com/
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Only-Passionate-Curiosity
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Ireland 
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Map Work 
Use an atlas or visit World Atlas to help you. 

 

1. Dublin is the capital of Ireland. Draw a yellow star on 
your map where Dublin is located, and label it. 

 
2. Label the Atlantic Ocean, The Irish Sea, Saint George’s 

Channel, and the North Channel, and color the bodies 
of water blue. 

 
3. Other big cities in Ireland are: Cork, Galway, and 

Dundalk– label them with a red dot 
 

4. Color Northern Ireland with an orange pencil. Label it’s 
capital, Belfast, with a yellow star. 

 
5. The longest river in Ireland is the River Shannon. Draw 

it on your map using a blue pencil. 
 

6. Shade the coast that is home to the Cliffs of Moher 
purple. 

 
7. Draw a triangle where Ireland’s highest point, 

Carrauntuohill, is located.  

http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/europe/ireland/ieland.htm
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Map Math 

Dublin 

Galway 

Cork 

Belfast 

255 Km 

165 Km 
370 Km 

197 Km 
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Map Math 
Use the Map to solve the problems 

 

1. What is the distance from Dublin to Cork in miles? (one 

Kilometer is about .62 miles) 

 

 

 

 

 

1. If you wanted to travel by train from Dublin to Belfast, 

and the train travels at 35 KPH, how long would it take 

you to get there? 

 

 

 

 

 

1. You want to visit Cork, and Belfast. Which route is shorter, 

traveling through Dublin, or through Galway? 
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The 

Irish 

Flag 
The Irish Flag is also known as the “Irish Tricolor.” It is composed 

of three vertical bands of color; green, white and orange (from 

left to right). Green stands for the traditionally Catholic Gaelic 

tradition in Ireland, Orange representing the Protestant followers 

of William the Orange in Ireland, and White in the middle, 

representing the hope for peace between them. 

This flag was first regarded as the national flag of Ireland in 

1916, when it was raised above the general post office in Dublin. 

Ireland has a long history of conflict between followers of the 

Catholic and Protestant religions, and this flag is still seen as a 

symbol of hope that all people born in Ireland will be able to live 

in peace in an inclusive, safe and independent Ireland. 
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The Irish Flag 
Color the Irish Flag, and explain what it stands for  
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The Hill of Tara 
 The Hill of Tara, also called the seat of the kings, is one of 

the most important Celtic sites in Ireland. The Celtic people be-

lieved this site was sacred, and perhaps even magical. It is in 

County Meath, and because it stands at a high point, from The Hill 

of Tara on a clear day, you can see for miles.  

 Legend says that when a man was to be crowned king, he 

would come to the Hill of Tara, and lay his hand on the Stone of 

Destiny. If he was truly intended to be king, the rock would roar so 

loudly that all of Ireland would hear that he was to be king. 

 In ancient times, the Hill of Tara was an important meeting 

place for the leaders of the different Celtic groups to come to-

gether. 

 When Saint Patrick came to Ireland, it is here at the Hill of 

Tara that he famously compared the Christian Trinity to a Sham-

rock, and converted the Celtic leaders to his religion. 

See pictures of The Hill of Tara. 

http://hilloftara.org/gallery/
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Imagine you are a Celt at the Hill of Tara…. 

Write a story about a person who is to become the king of Ireland 
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Leprechauns 

 Irish folklore is full of stories about fairies and other magical creatures. 
In modern times, the image of the Leprechaun has come to be a symbol of 
Saint Patrick’s Day and Ireland. 

 Leprechauns didn’t always look like the smiling one drawn on this page. In 
the old stories, they are old wrinkled fairies and not very nice. Some stories say 
they wear red, and not green. They worked as  shoe-makers.  They were 
devious and like to play tricks on humans when they least expect it.  

 Legend says that if you follow the sound of the shoe-makers tiny 
hammer, you may be able to spot him. Seeing a Leprechaun is very lucky, but 
be careful!  

 They are known to entice humans with treasure, and some say they are 
guarding pots of gold in Ireland. Even if you find one, you won’t get his gold. 
Leprechauns will trick you in the end, and disappear taking the gold with them. 

Draw a Picture of a Tricky Leprechaun 
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L_____________________ 

E_____________________ 

P_____________________ 

R_____________________ 

E_____________________ 

C_____________________ 

H_____________________ 

A_____________________ 

U_____________________ 

N_____________________ 

Leprechaun Acrostic Poem 
Use this website to help you 

http://www.poetry4kids.com/blog/lessons/how-to-write-an-acrostic-poem/
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Who was Saint Patrick? 

Meet the Man who Changed Ireland 

Watch this video for a brief history of Saint Patrick’s life. 

 

When Saint Patrick was about 16 years old, he was kidnapped from his home, 

and brought to Ireland as a slave. He worked as a shepherd in Ireland for years. 

While he was a slave, he turned to Christianity. He eventually escaped, walking 

200 miles to the shore of Ireland, and took a boat back to Britain. 

Once he was back home, he could not stop thinking about the Irish people. He 

was now a devout Christian, and one night, he had a dream. In his dream, an 

angel appeared to him, and told him he should go back to Ireland as a 

missionary.  

He returned to Ireland, and went to The Hill of Tara, one of the Celtic religion’s 

most sacred places to speak to the leaders of this pagan religion. It is there 

that he first taught about the Christian Trinity using a Shamrock as an example. 

He taught that the shamrock is the same as the Trinity, three leaves, like three 

beings, but one god, and one shamrock.  

After he converted these leaders to Christianity, he travelled through Ireland, 

teaching about Christianity. He taught in Ireland for 40 years, and now Saint 

Patrick, and the Shamrock are famous symbols of Ireland. 

http://www.history.com/topics/st-patricks-day/who-was-saint-patrick
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Who was Saint Patrick? 

 

1. Where was Saint Patrick from? 

 

2. How long was he a slave in Ireland, and what did he do there? 

 

3. Why did he return to Ireland after escaping? 

 

4. What did Saint Patrick compare the Shamrock to? 

 

 

5. Why do you think we celebrate Saint Patrick's Day today? 
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Celtic Cross 
 The Celtic Cross is a cross, with a ring surrounding the intersection.  

There are many Celtic crosses in Ireland, often located where the old 

medieval monasteries were located.  

 While the only requirement to be called a “Celtic Cross” is the ring 

surrounding the intersection, many are known for their intricate designs and 

beautiful art work. Today, Celtic crosses are seen as some of the best works 

of art to have come out of Ireland.  

 Many Celtic Crosses are decorated with a Celtic Knot pattern. It wasn’t 

easy to carve the knot pattern into the stones, but they are pretty easy to 

draw on Paper. Give it a try!  

 

The High Cross 
 
This cross just outside Dublin is an 
example of a High Cross– or a large, 
stone, richly decorated Celtic Cross.  
 
Many High Crosses have artistic panels 
which tell stories if you “read” the cross.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_O_0yegDdIw
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Celtic Cross 
Draw a High Cross and use it to tell your favorite story. 
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The Book of Kells and Illumination 

Watch a video on how medieval manuscripts were made 

 

 In the middle ages, books were handmade, typically by monks. 
They made velum “paper” by stretching calf skins and treating them 
until they were thin like paper. The velum was then cut into sheets, 
and the monks would painstakingly measure straight lines, and hand 
write the bible in Latin.  

 These pages were often embellished with artwork in the 

margins (like the shamrocks decorate this page), and included 

illuminated letters, and other artwork on the pages. They added gold 

leaf and other minerals which made the artwork shine. 

 One of the most beautiful illuminated medieval manuscripts is 

the Book of Kells, which you can see at 

the Old Trinity Library in Dublin, Ireland. 

 The Book of Kells was created 

around 800 AD, and contains the text 

of the four gospels (the books Mathew, 

Mark, Luke and John of the New 

Testament of the Bible). 

 You can see the complete Book 
of Kells online at the Trinity College 
Digital Collection. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1aDHJu9J10o
http://digitalcollections.tcd.ie/home/index.php?DRIS_ID=MS58_003v
http://digitalcollections.tcd.ie/home/index.php?DRIS_ID=MS58_003v
http://digitalcollections.tcd.ie/home/index.php?DRIS_ID=MS58_003v
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Create your own Illumination 
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Create your own Illumination 
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Science Experiment 
Make a Rainbow 

Another symbol associated with Ireland is the Rainbow. Do you know how 

rainbows are made? Try this experiment to make a rainbow-in-a-box and see if 

you can figure out how it works!  

Materials:  A cardboard  box (something about the size of a large shoebox will 

work), black construction paper, a crystal clear glass , cold water, a flashlight 

(not LED– it needs to be a basic, white light flashlight), glue and scissors. 

1. Carefully glue black paper on the inside of your box, including the lid. All 

surfaces should be black. 

2. Cut a hole into the side of the box just large enough for your flashlight to 

shine in. Cut a second, smaller peep hole in the top of the box. 

3. Place the glass of water in the box, and shine the flashlight directly at the 

glass. 

4. You should be able to look through the peep hole, and see a rainbow appear 

  in the box. If you have trouble making it appear, try a different  

  glass, or adjust the angle of your beam of light. 

 

     Alternate Method: On a sunny day, go outside to 

      play with the water hose. If you place your 

      thumb over the nozzle to create a wider  

      spray of water, you should be able to see a 

      rainbow form.  

See how this experiment works and a similar one using a 

store bought prism at How Stuff Works 

http://shows.howstuffworks.com/stuff-to-blow-your-mind/51305-stuff-to-blow-your-kids-mind-rainbows-video.htm
http://shows.howstuffworks.com/stuff-to-blow-your-mind/51305-stuff-to-blow-your-kids-mind-rainbows-video.htm
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Where do Rainbows come from? 
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Design a New Coin for Ireland 
Using what you’ve learned about Ireland to design a new coin for the 

country. What symbolism would you include? Explain your design  below. 
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Irish recipes Irish Baking 
Boxty Bread 

1. Preheat oven to 375 degrees. 

2. Peel four potatoes, cut them into chunks, and 

then boil them in water for 20 minutes.  

3. Drain them well, and then use a fork or 

potatoes masher to mash them until they have 

no more lumps. Add the butter, and continue to 

mix until smooth. 

4. Peel the other three potatoes and use a cheese grater to grate them. Try 

and squeeze out as much moisture as possible (you can put them in a 

strainer, and push on it with your hands to squeeze out the water). 

5. In a large bowl, mix the grated potatoes, milk, 3/4 tsp. salt,  pepper and dill 

weed,. Mix well. 

6. Add the mashed potatoes and continue to mix. 

7. In a separate bowl, sift the flour, baking powder, and remaining salt onto 

the potato mixture. Mix until the dough is smooth.  

8. Shape into four round loaves, and cut an X into the top of the loaves.  

9. Place in the oven for 40 minutes until it is golden brown.. 

10.Serve warm, with butter. 

Ingredients: 
7 Potatoes 
2 Tbsp. Butter 
2/3 Cup Milk 
2 tsp salt (divided) 
1/2 tsp pepper 
1 1/2 tsp dill weed  
2 3/4 cup flour 
5 tsp baking powder 


