
www.OnlyPassionateCuriosity.com



Christmas at My House
My FamilyMy Favorite Christmas Tradition:

______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________

This year, my favorite gift was:

______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
 
This year I gave:

______________________________
______________________________
______________________________

For Christmas dinner, we ate:

______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________

My Home
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Christmas at My House
My FamilyMy Favorite Christmas Tradition:

______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________

This year, my favorite gift was:

______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
 
This year I gave:

______________________________
______________________________
______________________________

For Christmas dinner, we ate:

______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________

My Home
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What languages are 
spoken in Australia?

________________
________________
________________

What religions are 
common in Australia?

________________
________________
________________

How many people live in 
Australia?

________________
________________
________________

Christmas in AUSTRALIA

Australia is located in the 
southern hemisphere. Use an 
atlas to help you answer the 
questions. When you are done, 
color the map, and mark the 
capitol with a star.

The capitol of Australia is:

 __________________________

Color the flag red, white 
and blue.
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Christmas in Australia
Warm Weather Traditions

Christmas in Australia is a lot like Christmas in the united states, only 
with one big difference- the weather! Because Australia is in the southern 
hemisphere, Christmas comes at the start of summer. The weather is warm, 
which means many families spend their Christmas outdoors at the park 
or at the beach. Some families enjoy a typical Christmas dinner of ham 
or turkey, but many Australian families also enjoy seafood (like lobster or 
shrimp) or have a big BBQ for dinner. Christmas time is also the end of the 
school year for Australian kids, the start of summer vacation makes the 
Christmas season that much more jolly! 

If it was summertime for Christmas 
at your house, what would you 

spend the day doing?

______________________
______________________
______________________
______________________
_
One popular tradition in Australia 
is “carols by candlelight” where 
communities come together 
outdoors to sit on picnic blankets and 
sing carols while holding candles.

Make up titles of Christmas carols 
to sing during the summer (use 
your imagination!)

______________________
______________________
______________________
______________________
______________________
______________________
_
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Make Baked Campfire Apples
Ingredients: 
Apples
3 Tbsp Butter
6 Tbsp Brown Sugar
1 Tsp Cinnamon
Raisins
Walnuts

Cut out the middle of the apple, leaving the bottom of the 
apple intact (like a bowl).
Mix the butter, sugar, cinnamon, raisins and walnuts, and 
then use a spoon to fill the apples with the mixture. 
Wrap apples in tin foil, then place on coals, or on BBQ for 25 
minutes. 

How is it summer there when it’s winter here?

Look at the diagram, and explain in your own words why the seasons are 

different: _____________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

United States

The Sun

The Earth
Australia

Summer in the United States

Winter in the United States
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Christmas in GERMANY
Saint Nicholas Day and the ChristKindl

Color the German flag 
black, red and yellow.

Germany is a country located 
in Europe. Use an atlas to help 
you answer the questions. When 
you are done, color the map, 
and mark the capitol with a star.

The capitol of Germany is: 

_____________________

What languages are 
spoken in Germany?

________________
________________
________________

What religions are 
common in Germany?

________________
________________
________________

How many people live in 
Germany?

________________
________________
________________
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Saint Nicholas Day
A German Christmas Tradition

Saint Nicholas Day is celebrated on December 6th. On the night before, 
German children all clean their shoes, and then leave them by the door or 
window overnight. If they were good, Saint Nicholas will fill them with small 
gifts, treats and coins, but if they were naughty, he will fill them with sticks. 
In some areas of the country, Saint Nicholas, who looks like a bishop and 
carries a staff, will go door to door visiting homes and bringing small gifts 
for the children. On the 6th, families enjoy the feast of 
Saint Nicholas and share a special meal. 

If you were a German child, what 
type of shoe would you leave out 
for Saint Nicholas to fill, and why?

______________________
______________________
______________________
______________________
_
In some parts of Germany, children 
receive gifts on December 24th. 
Their parents will hide the Christmas 
tree in the living room until the very 
last moment, when they surprise 
the children with a beautifully 
decorated tree. Gifts are brought by 
the ChristKindl, an angel-like Christ 
child. They open the gifts right then, 
on Christmas eve.

Why do you think there are two 
different Christmas traditions in 
Germany? 

______________________
______________________
______________________
______________________
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Make Traditional 
German Lebkuchen

INGREDIENTS:
For the Cookies:
3 cups all-purpose flour, plus extra for knead-
ing
1 1/4 teaspoons ground nutmeg
1 1/4 teaspoons ground cinnamon
1/2 teaspoon ground cloves
1/2 teaspoon ground allspice
1 egg
3/4 cup light brown sugar
1/2 cup honey
1/2 cup molasses

For the Glaze:
1 cup confectioner’s sugar
2 Tablespoons water
1 Tablespoon lemon juice

 
DIRECTIONS:
1. Preheat the oven to 350°F. 
2. Mix together the flour, nutmeg, cinnamon, 
cloves and allspice. Set aside.
3. Beat the egg and sugar together on medi-
um speed until light and fluffy.
4. Add in the honey and molasses until thor-
oughly combined.
5. On low speed, stir in the flour mixture until 
just combined.
6. Turn the dough out from the bowl onto a 
well-floured surface. Knead the dough, adding 
more flour as kneaded, until a stiff dough is 
formed.
7. Chill until firm, about 2 hours
8. On a well-floured surface, roll out the 
dough, and then cut into circles. Bake for 10-12 
minutes.
9. Once cool, mix the glaze and spread it on 
top of the cookies.

Fun with the German language
 Can you and your family figure out the translation of these German words?

1. Frohe Weihnachten Merry Christmas

2. Guten Tag good day

3. Kinder child

4. Christbaum christmas tree

5. Geschenk gift

6. Nussknacker nutcracker1

1. Merry Christmas, 2. good day, 3. child, 4. christmas tree, 5. gift, 6. nutcracker
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Befana in ITALY
Color the Italian flag 

Red, White and Green.
Italy is a country located in the 
Mediterranean. Use an atlas to 
help you answer the questions. 
When you are done, color the map, 
and mark the capitol with a star.

The capitol of Italy is: 

_____________________

What languages are 
spoken in Italy?

________________
________________
________________

What religions are 
common in Italy?

________________
________________
________________

How many people live in 
Italy?

________________
________________
________________
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If Italian Children were naughty the 
year before, La Befana may leave 
them a piece of coal instead of a gift 
for Epiphany. 

Were you well behaved 
this year? Give an example
of something you did that
was really kind or helpful this
year.

______________________
______________________
______________________
______________________
______________________
______________________
_

La Befana
An Italian Legend

On January 6th, Italian children wake up hoping La Befana visited their 
homes while they were sleeping. January 6th is Epiphany, the day the three 
wise men visited Christ in the manger. The legend says that the three wise 
men stopped by Befana’s home to ask for directions when they were trying 
to find the Christ Child. They asked her to come with them on their journey, 
but she said no, because she had too much housework to do. When they left, 
she regretted her decision, and tried to catch up to them. She was unable 
to find them, and didn’t know the way to the manger, so she stopped by 
every home along the way to give a gift to the child there in the hopes that 
she would find the Christ child. 

Why do you think la Befana regretted her decision? What would you have 
done if you were her?

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
___________________________
_________________________
________________________
________________________
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Fun with the Italian language
 Can you and your family figure out the translation of these Italian words?

1. Babbo Natale Santa Claus

2. Buon Natale Merry Christmas

3. il presepio  nativity

4. Re Magi wise men

5. Calza stocking

6. Gesù Bambino baby Jesus

1. Santa Claus 2. Marry Christmas 3. Nativity 4. Wise men 5. Stocking 6. Baby Jesus

Help Befana Find Her Way
Use an atlas, or ask your parents to help you find where the Christ Child was & draw a path 

for Befana to find it from her home in Italy. Then, mark your home on the map.
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Diwali in INDIA

Color the Indian flag 
orange, blue and green.

India is a country located in 
Asia. Use an atlas to help you 
answer the questions. When 
you are done, color the map, 
and mark the capitol with a star.

The capitol of India is: 

_____________________

What languages are 
spoken in India?

________________
________________
________________

What religions are 
common in India?

________________
________________
________________

How many people live in 
India?

________________
________________
________________
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Diwali 
An Indian Tradition

Diwali celebrates the last harvest of the year in India. It is typical celebrated 
in October or November. Diwali is a national festival that is celebrated by 
people from many religions. Diwali lasts five days. On the first day, families 
clean their home. On the second day, families decorate their homes with 
lamps, and make fancy designs on the ground out of colored sand. On the 
third day, they gather for prayer, giant feasts and fireworks. On the fourth 
day, the celebrate the new year by visiting friends and 
family and give gifts. On the last day, brothers
visit their married sisters and have a big meal
together.

Which day of the festival sounds 
like the most fun to you? Why?

______________________
______________________
______________________
______________________
_
Getting ready for the festival is a 
large part of the Diwali tradition. 
Families clean their homes, decorate, 
and pick out new clothing to wear. 

Why is it important to prepare for a 
holiday? What is your family doing 
to get ready for your own holiday 
traditions?

_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
______________________
______________________
______________________
_____________________
_____  
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Diwali Diya
The “festival of lights” is a celebration of the 
victory of good over evil. Families light their 
special lanterns (Diya) to help the goddess 
Lakshmi find her way into their homes. Goddess 
Lakshmi is the symbol of wealth and prosperity, 
and families hope if she visits their home, they 
will have a good new year.

Decorate your 
own Diwali Diya

www.OnlyPassionateCuriosity.com



St Lucia Day SWEDEN

Color the Swedish flag 
blue and yellow.

Sweden is a country located in 
Scandinavia. Use an atlas to help 
you answer the questions. When 
you are done, color the map, 
and mark the capitol with a star.

The capitol of Sweden is: 

_____________________

What languages are 
spoken in Sweden?

________________
________________
________________

What religions are 
common in Sweden?

________________
________________
________________

How many people live in 
Sweden?

________________
________________
________________
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Saint Lucia Day
A Swedish Tradition

Saint Lucia Day is celebrated on December 13th. Lucia was a young girl who 
would bring food to the Christians hiding in the catacombs of Rome many 
years ago. She was martyred for her faith, and now, people remember her 
by celebrating Saint Lucia Day. Each year, the oldest daughter in the family 
dresses in white robes and wear a crown of candles on her head. She serves 
her parents buns and coffee or hot wine. People all over the country light 
candles in honor of the day, to celebrate goodness and 
light during seasons of darkness.

Why do you think Lucia wore the 
candles on her head instead of 
carrying them?

______________________
______________________
______________________
______________________
_
Saint Lucia Day isn’t just a family 
tradition, many towns choose a Lucia 
as well, and girls all over the country 
dress up in their robes and candles 
to visit hospitals, orphanages and 
old people’s homes to sing to them 
and bring them treats.

Saint Lucia Day is about bringing 
light and hope to people in need- 
who can you visit this holiday 
season?

______________________
______________________
______________________
______________________
______________________
______________________
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Fun with the Swedish language
 Can you and your family figure out the translation of these Swedish words?

1. Julgrann Christmas tree

2. Snögubbe snowman

3. Pepparkakor gingerbread

4. Choklad chocolate

5. Julkort Christmas card

6. God Jul! Merry Christmas

1. christmas tree, 2. snowman, 3. gingerbread, 4. chocolate, 5. christmas card, 6Merry Christmas

What about the boys?
Swedish boys participate in the Saint Lucia 
Day parades by dressing up as “Star Boys.” 
They wear large paper cones on their heads, 
decorated with stars, and carry a paper 
star at the end of a stick. They are part of 
the parade celebrating the light, and follow 
Lucia and the other girls carrying candles in 
the parade.

Make a Lucia Crown or Star Boy Hat

Use the attached templates to make your own 
costume for Saint Lucia Day. Create a cone out of 
a large piece of paper for the boys, and decorate 
it with stars. Create a crown out of paper candles 
for the girls to wear, and then head on a parade 
to bring hope and light to your neighbors on 
December 13th! 
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Stars and Candles for Crowns and Hats
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Hanukkah for Kids

A special thank you to my friend, Doron, who helped with the contents of this pack. Check 
out her work in her Teachers Pay Teachers Shop: Doron’s Backpack.
Graphics by Educlips and Poppydreamz
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Israel is a country located in the 
middle east. Use an atlas to help 
you answer the questions. When 
you are done, color the map, 
and mark the capitol with a star.

The capitol of Israel is: 

_______________

Hanukkah in ISRAEL

Color the Israeli flag 
blue and white.

What languages are 
spoken in Israel?

________________
________________
________________

What religions are 
common in Israel?

________________
________________
________________

How many people live in 
Israel?

________________
________________
________________
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Hanukkah 
The Festival of Lights

 Hanukkah is a Jewish holiday that celebrates two miracles that happened long ago 
in a country called Judea (now known as Israel). Back then the Jewish people who lived 
in Judea were under the rule of an evil king who refused to let them practice their religion. 
The evil king even destroyed their holy temple in Jerusalem covering it with graffiti,  
letting animals live inside and destroying all the sacred oil they had prepared. 
  A group of young men known as Maccabees decided to fight the evil king in order 
to have the freedom to follow any religion 
they choose. The first miracle was that even 
though there were very few Maccabees they 
were able to win and kick the evil king’s 
soldiers out of Jerusalem.
 The second miracle happened when 
they went back into their holy temple. 
The Jewish people wanted to light the 
Menorah, holy candelabra, but they only 
found enough sacred oil to burn for 
one day. Back then it took eight days to 
make more oil. They decided to light the 
Menorah anyway and somehow the oil 
lasted for eight days instead of just one. 
 The word Hanukkah means Re-
dedication, because it celebrates the 
Jewish people rededicating their holy 
temple and the miracles that helped make 
it happen.

 
How would you feel if you had to 
hide you religion or some  other 
important part of who you are?  

______________________ 
______________________ 
______________________ 
______________________ 
______________________
______________________
______________________
______________________
______________________ 
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Dreidel Dreidel

Back in the time of the Maccabees Jews had to pray and practice their religion in 
secret. If the evil king’s soldiers came around they needed a reason to be gathered 
so they would hide their prayer books and take out spinning tops. These spinning 
tops are called Dreidels. The Dreidel game is still played by Jewish children during the 
celebration of Hanukkah. 

The four symbols on the sides of the dreidel are Hebrew letters. The letters are an 
acronym Nun, Gimmel, Hay and Shin for the sentence (transliterated from Hebrew) Nes 
Gadol Haya Sham. The sentence means A Great Miracle Happened There.  

Fun Fact: Dreidels in Israel have the letter Pay instead of Shin, because there the 
sentences means A Great Miracle Happed Here, since the story of Hanukkah took place 
in what is now Israel. 

In order to play you need some pennies, raisins, M&Ms or something similar. Each player 
gets an equal amount of the pennies. The first player spins the dreidel. Depending on 
which side the dreidel lands on one of four things happens: 

Nun = Nothing (The player doesn’t 
get any pennies from the pot)

Gimmel = You Win (The player re-
ceives the entire pot of pennies)
 

Hey = Half (The player receives half 
of the pot of pennies)
 

Shin = Put One In (The player has 
to place one of their own pennies 
into the pot)
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Hanukkah Words
Dreidel – A spinning top used by ancient Maccabees to hide their religious practice and 
now used by children to play a fun game 

Hannukiyah – Also known as a Menorah, a Hannukiyah is a candelabra that has eight 
branches and an additional holder for a ninth candle. One candle is added for each 
night of Hanukkah and the additional candle helps light the others. 

Latke – A potato pancake fried in oil. Latkes are a traditional food eaten on Hanukkah, 
because it is fried in oil (just like the sacred oil from the holy temple) 

Suffganiyah – Jelly donuts are another traditional Hanukkah food since they are fried in 
oil.  
 
Gelt – Commonly refers to chocolate money (though it could mean real money too). 

Dreidel – A spinning top

Gelt – Commonly refers to chocolate money

Latke – A potato pancake fried in oil. 

Suffganiyah – Also called jelly donuts.

Hannukiyah – Also known as a Menorah
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Make Latkes

Ingredients: 
 Two Potatoes
 1/2 an Onion
 2 TBSP Flour
 2 Eggs
 1/2 TSP Salt
 1/4 TSP Pepper
 Oil for Frying

Instructions:
 1. Clean the potatoes. Grate them into a large bowl.
 2. Peel the onion. Grate it into the same bowl.
 3. Add the flour, eggs, salt and pepper. Mix it all up! 
 4. Heat the oil in a frying pan.
 5. Drop the potato mixture into the pan using a tablespoon scoop.  
 6. Flatten each latke with a spoon while it cooks. 
 7. Turn the latkes in the pan, browning each side
 8. Remove from the pan and let them cool on a paper towel. 
 9. Serve warm with a dollop of apple sauce. 

* Kids, hot oil is very dangerous. Cook Latkes with Mom or Dad’s help!*

Latkes are a traditional Hanukkah food. They are cooked in oil, and the 
story says that the Maccabees came through town on their way to bat-
tle, and the families in the village were able to quickly mix up a batch 
for the soldiers to eat. The food helped make them strong, and they 
won the battle! 
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The Menorah
Families light the menorah right after sunset on each of the eight Hanukkah nights, 
except for on Friday night, when the candle is lit before sunset. Many families keep 
the Menorah in the window to spread the Hanukkah light, so others can see it and 
remember God’s miracles. 

Before the candles are lit, families say a special prayer. On the first night, they recite 
three blessings in Hebrew. On the other nights, they recite two blessings. 

A special candle, called the Shamesh Candle is used to light the Hanukkah candles. It is 
placed higher than the other eight candles. The candles are then lit from the left to the 
right, with one candle lit the first night, two on the second, and so on. 

Color the Menorah:
Color the Shamesh candle a different color than the others, and color the remaining 

candles from left to right. 

www.OnlyPassionateCuriosity.com


	super small
	Christmas-at-my-house
	Christmas-in-Austrailia
	Christmas-in-Germany
	Christmas-in-Italy-
	Diwali
	St-Lucia-Day
	Hanukkah



