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These pages include basic information
about these 5 phenomenal women of
NASA. 

 Read about each woman, do a little more
research and complete the brochure for
each one. 

The front page of the brochure can be
colored. 
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Mae Jemison

Jemison was the first black woman to
travel into space on the Space Shuttle
Endeavour. 

Before becoming an astronaut, she
practiced medicine as a General Practitioner
and as a Peace Corps officer.  

She spent 8 days in space and conducted
experiments on motion sickness and
weightlessness. 

After leaving NASA, she took a teaching
fellowship at Dartmouth. 

Famous Quote: "Never be limited by other
people's limited imagination." 
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Margaret Hamilton

Hamilton was one of the first computer
software programmers. 

She planned to study abstract
mathematics but ended up with a job at
MIT in the meteorology department.    

Margaret moved into MIT's Lincoln
Laboratory, where she was involved in the
Semi-Automatic Ground Environment
(SAGE) project, the first U.S. air defense
system.

She then went to another department that
developed software for NASA.  Much work
was for the Apollo missions. 
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Katherine Johnson
Katherine was brilliant with math, and by
the time she was 10 years old, she was
attending high school.  

She began working at the National Advisory
Committee for Aeronautics (NACA)’s West
Area Computing unit, a group of African
American women who manually performed
complex mathematical calculations for the
program’s engineers. Five years later, it
combined with NASA. 

Johnson was a member of the Space Task
Group at NASA. 

She calculated the path that put Alan
Sheppard into space and then the next year
verified John Glenn's flight. 

The movie, Hidden Figures is based on her life
and 2 other women at NASA.
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Sally RIDE 

Sally Ride was the first American woman to
travel into outer space. 
 
Ride was selected to be an astronaut as
part of NASA Astronaut Group 8 in 1978, the
first class to select women.

She did face some discrimination about her
gender and working in NASA. 

She went on to fly on 2 orbits and was
scheduled for the Space Shuttle Challenger. 

Sally wrote or collaborated on several
children’s books about space exploration
and her personal experiences as an
astronaut.  
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vera rubin 

Vera Rubin was an American astronomer
who pioneered work on galaxy rotation
rates.

In the 1970s, Rubin obtained the strongest
evidence up to that time for the existence
of dark matter.

She was not allowed to enroll at Princeton
due to her gender.
 
Rubin encouraged girls interested in
investigating the universe to pursue their
dreams.

She did not receive the Nobel Peace Award,
and many people think that is an oversight;
she should have gotten the award for her
work. 
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Astronauts living on the International Space Station (ISS) and
those traveling on the Space Shuttle give up comforts we
take for granted on Earth. For example, there is no shower on
the ISS or on the Space Shuttle. Instead of showering, the
astronauts must wipe themselves clean with cloths. They
must also live without seeing their friends and family. They
stay in contact through e-mail and phone calls, though.

Plus, there's no cable television or pizza delivery in space. There
are no shopping centers. To stay entertained, the astronauts
have only a few options. One of their favorite pastimes is
looking at the Earth through the windows. They can also listen
to music or do other things (hobbies, activities, interests, etc.)
that they bring with them.

In this lesson, learners will brainstorm and decide what they
would bring with them on a long-duration spaceflight. They will
then justify their answers in written form.

WRITING PROMPT

Activity taken from the NASA website
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